
TO GLORIFY AND ENJOY GOD
WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM

� BACKGROUND 

 
 

1. Review – Biblical Theology and 

 

2. The Catechism’s Background

 

Original Title: “The Shorter Catechism agreed upon by the Assembly of 

commissioners from the Church of Scotland, as part of the covenanted uniformity in religion betwixt the Churches of Christ in

kingdoms of Scotland, England and Ireland.  And Approved Anno Domini 1648, by th

Scotland, to be a directory for Catechizing such as are of weaker capacity, with proofs from the Scripture”.

 

3. The Catechism’s Structure (

 

Question 1:  What is the chief end of man?

1. “Chief End”.  What do you understand by th

 

2. “Glorify God” 

a. What does it mean to 

 

b. Read 1Cor.10:31.  

made in God’s image?

 

3. “Enjoy God forever” 

a. Read Ps.34:8, 73:25.  

 

b. Read Ps.63:2 and 27:4.  

come?   

 

 

Question 2:  What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him?

which is contained in the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments

and enjoy him.(2)     
 

1. “How we may glorify and enjoy Him”

find this ultimate meaning in life by autonomous reason?  

 

TO GLORIFY AND ENJOY GOD 
WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM 

STUDY 1 

BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION � 

Theology and Systematic Theology  

’s Background 

“The Shorter Catechism agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines at Westminster with the assistance of 

commissioners from the Church of Scotland, as part of the covenanted uniformity in religion betwixt the Churches of Christ in

kingdoms of Scotland, England and Ireland.  And Approved Anno Domini 1648, by the general Assembly of the Church of 

Scotland, to be a directory for Catechizing such as are of weaker capacity, with proofs from the Scripture”. 

(See handout)  

What is the chief end of man? A. Man's chief end is to glorify God (1) and to enjoy him forever. 
(1) 1 Cor. 10:31; Rom. 11:36  

you understand by this phrase?   

What does it mean to glorify God?  

Read 1Cor.10:31.  Are there any other legitimate “ends” that we may pursue as people 

made in God’s image? 

Read Ps.34:8, 73:25.  What does it mean to “enjoy God”? 

Read Ps.63:2 and 27:4.  How do you enjoy God in this life?  What about 

What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him? A. The word of God, 

which is contained in the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments (1) is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify 

               (1) 2 Tim. 3:16; Eph. 2:20 

“How we may glorify and enjoy Him”.  What does this question suggest about man’s ability to 

meaning in life by autonomous reason?   

Divines at Westminster with the assistance of 

commissioners from the Church of Scotland, as part of the covenanted uniformity in religion betwixt the Churches of Christ in the 

e general Assembly of the Church of 

 

and to enjoy him forever. (2)  
 

1 Cor. 10:31; Rom. 11:36  (2) Ps. 73:25-28 

legitimate “ends” that we may pursue as people 

What about the life to 

A. The word of God, 

is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify 

2 Tim. 3:16; Eph. 2:20 (2) 1 John 1:3,4   

What does this question suggest about man’s ability to 



2. “The Word of God”.  Where is the Word of God to be found 

 

3. “The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures”

and what does it not mean?

 

 

Question 3: What do the Scriptures principally teach?

concerning God, and what duty God requires of man.

 

1. “What the Scriptures principally teach”

basic contents of the Bible? 

 

 

“It is worthwhile to be a Shorter Catechism boy.  They grow to be men. 

 And better than that, they are exceedingly apt to grow to be men of God

 

Where is the Word of God to be found exclusively?   

“The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures”.  What does the word “contained” mean, 

mean? 

What do the Scriptures principally teach? A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe 

concerning God, and what duty God requires of man. (1)             (1) 2 Tim. 1:13; 2 Tim. 3:16

“What the Scriptures principally teach”.  In your own words, could you simply explain 

“It is worthwhile to be a Shorter Catechism boy.  They grow to be men.  

And better than that, they are exceedingly apt to grow to be men of God.” (BB Warfield)

What does the word “contained” mean, 

ally teach, what man is to believe 

2 Tim. 1:13; 2 Tim. 3:16 

explain to a friend the 

(BB Warfield) 


